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Einleitung. 



Während meines Aufenthalts in London und Oxford (1883) beschäftigte ich mich unter anderem 
auch mit den verschiedenen Handschriften des mittelenglischen Gedichtes : The Sege of Jerusalem. 
Die beste Fassung enthält zweifellos (wie auch Dr. Ferdinand Kopka in seiner Inaugural-Dissertation; 
»The Destruction of Jerusalem, ein mittelenglisches, alliterierendes Gedicht. Einleitung. Breslau 1887« 
sehr geschickt nachgewiesen hat) das ßodl. Ms. Laud. F. 22 (656). Wie mir Dr. Fumivall, der 
Direktor der Early English Text Society in London, mitzuteilen die Güte hatte, ist dieses Gedicht, 
obgleich es schon seit Jahren auf der Liste der genannten Gesellschaft steht, noch nicht im Druck 
erschienen. Ich benutze daher das diesjährige Programm unserer Anstalt zur Veröflfentlichung desselben. 

Laud. F. 22 (656) ist eine Oxforder Pergamenthandschrift des 15. Jahrhunderts. In dieser 
Hs. nimmt unser Gedicht Fol. la— 19 ein. Das ganze Gedicht umfasst 1332 alliterierende Lang- 
verse. Es ist in vier Abschnitte geteilt, die durch rote Anfangsbuchstaben kenntlich gemacht sind 
und auch d«n Inhalte nach sich gut von einander scheiden. Der erste Abschnitt führt die Geschichte 
bis zur Schilderung der Schlachtordnung der Römer im Thale Josaphat. Er schliesst mit v. 438; 
now hleffe vs our lorde. Der zweite Abschnitt beginnt mit der Schilderung der Kriegsrüstung der 
Juden, die zum Angriff gegen die Römer aus der Stadt ziehen und reicht bis zum Entschluss des 
Vespasian , die Stadt durch Hunger zu bezwingen (bis v. 888 : and god gyue vs grace). Der dritte 
Abschnitt beginnt mit der Erzählung der Geschichte der römischen Kaiser Nero, Galba, Otho, 
Vitellius, und berichtet zum Schluss, dass die Juden durch einen unterirdischen Gang einen Ausfall 
zu machen beschliessen (bis v. 1104: and god gyue vs joye). Der vierte Abschnitt erzählt diesen 
Ausfall, der abgeschlagen wird, und schliesst mit der Eroberung der Stadt und der Zerstörung des 
Tempels. Die Juden werden als Sklaven in alle Länder verkauft und zwar immer je 30 für einen 
Pfennig, und die Römer ziehen, nachdem der Zweck ihres Kriegszuges (Bestrafung der Mörder 
Christi) erfüllt ist, fröhlich in ihr Vateriand zurück (bis v. 1332: now rede ous our lord). Im Übrigen 
verweise ich auf die schon oben erwähnte Dissertation, die leider wie so viele andere bis jetzt 
noch keine Fortsetzung erfahren hat. Ich stimme mit dem geehrten Herrn Verfasser in allen 
wichtigen Punkten, die Zählung der Verse im Laud. Ms. ausgenommen, vollständig überein. 
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|n tyberius tyme • pe trewe empo^ 
8ir sefar hy sulf • sayfed in rome 
whyle pylat was puoft • vnder p* p^nce riche 
& jewen ioTtice also • i judexis loBdis 
5 herodes vnder h" empie • as heritage wolde 
Kyng of galile was ycalled • whan |>^ c^ft deyed 
pey sefar sakles wer • y- oft syne hatide 
prow pylat pyned he was • & put on pe rode 
apyler py^jt was doU • vpon Je playn erpe 

10 h" body bonden p^ to • beten w* scourgis 

whyppes of qoyrboyle • by wente h* white sides 
Til he al on rede blöde ran • as rayn on pe ftrete 
sup Ütoked hy on a ftole • w^ ftyf mSnes hondis 
blyndfelled h^ as a be • & boffetis hy ra^te 

15 ?if pi» be pphete of p^s • pphecie pey sayde 
whiche mS her aboute • bolled pe laTte 
A prange pomS croune • was prafte on h" hed 
vmbe caTten hy w* a cry • & on a croys slowen 
for al pe härme p^ he hadde • hafted he no;t 

20 On h5 pe vyleny to venge • p^ h* veynys broften 
bot ay taried on pe tyme • ?if pey to'^ne wolde 
?af hg Space p* hy fpilide • pey h* spedde lyte 
il wynt^ was as y fynde • & no fewer ^yrys. 
0^ p^nces pöfed i he • p* hf to pyne wro?t 

25 Til h* tydde on a tyme • p* tyt' of rome 
p* alle gaftoyne gate • & gyan pe noble 
whyle noye noyet hy • ito neroes tyme 
he hadde a malady • vnmeke a myd pe face 
pe lyppe lypon a Itlpe • lynered on pe cheke 

30 so a canker vnclene • h^ cloched to gedres 
alfo h" fader of flefche • is ferty bytide 
Abiker of wafpen bees • bredde on h" nofe 
Hyued vpon h" hed • he hadde hs of ;oupe 
And WafpaHan was caled • pe wafpene bees afk^ 

85 Was ne4 syknes sorer • pS p" sir poled 
for i a alit^ he lay • lafer at rome 
out of galace was gon • to glade hf a ftounde 
for i p* cupe he was Kyng • pey he car polede 
Nas p^ no leche vpon lyue • p" lordes coup helpe 

40 Ne no g^ce growyng • to gayne her grym sores 



Now was p^ on nothan • neymes sone of grecys 
p* sou^t oft oft pe se • f^m cyte to op^ 
knewe contreys feie • kyngdomes manye 
k was a marei myche • & marchaunt bope 

45 senTtens o^ of surye • sent h5^ to rome 

To pe athel epo^ • an eraunde f^m pe jewes 
caled nero by name • p* hy to noye wro^ 
of h" t^bute to teile • p* pey w* take wolde 
Nathan toward nero • nome on h" way 

50 Oft pe grekys gründe • myd pe grym ypes 
An heye settep pe sayl • oft pe wode wat^ 
& w^ a dromoad on pe deepe • drof on fafte 
pe wolcom wfined a nö • & pe wat^ skewep 
Cloudes clateren gon • as pey cleue wolde 

55 pe racke myd arede wynde • roos on pe myddel 
& sone sette on pe se • o^ of pe soup syde 
blewe on pe brode se • bolned vp harde 
NathSnys naue a nO • on norp drynep 
so pe wedo^ & pe wynd • on pe wat^ metyn 

60 p^ alle hurtled on an hepe • p^ pe heim zemyd 
Nathan flatte for ferde • & fiil vnder hacchys 
let pe wedo^ & pe wynde • worpe h^ lyked 
pe schip scher vpon schore • schot froward rome 
Toward vncoup coftes • kar^iep pe ypes 

65 Rapis vnradly • vmbe ragged to^res 

pe brode sayt at o brayd • to breftep a twynne 
That on ende of pe ffchip • was ay toward heuS 
pt op^ doa in pe deep • as alle drenche wolde 
w^ mychel lango^ atte lafte • as o^ lord wolde 

70 alle was bom at a by • to burdewes hauene 
by p^ wer bemes atte banke • barüns & kny^tes 
& sup of pe 8y:;t • selcoup po;t 
P* eft bärge op^ bot • or beme vpon lyue 
vnperfched paffed hatte • pe pyles wer so many 

75 they token hy to titus • for he pe tonge coupe 
& he fraynes how fer • pe flode hadde yferked 
Sir out of furre • he seide • y am come 
To nero sondifmS • sent pe fenato^ of rome 
ff^m senftens h" s«iant • w^ c^tayn lete^s 

80 p^ is iuftife ft iuge • of jewen lawe 



Me wer lefi at |»^ londe • lord leae p^ j wer 
pS alle pe gold op^ good • p^ efi god made 
The kyng in to 9reyl • callep h^ sone 
& Saide caufte p^ any cur • or crafb vpon erpe 

85 To softe pe g«te sore • p^ sittep on my cheke 
& y schal pe redly rewarde • ft to rome sende 
Nathan nyckee hy w^ nay • sayde he nü coupe 
Bot wer pu kyng i p^ kuppe • p^ p* cPft deyed 
p^ is a wordlich wip • a wOmS fiil clene 

90 That hap softyng & salue • for eche sore out 
Teile me tyt x titus • & the schal tyde hett^ 
what medecyn is moft • p^ pat may vfep 
whep^ gOmes op^ g^kses • or any goode drenches 
op^ chauntemtes or charmes • y charge pe to say 

95 Nay nO of pe / nathan • bot now wole y say 
p^ was a lede i o^ londe • while he lif hadde 
Preued for a pphete • prow p^yfed dedes 
& bom in bethleem • one by of a bürde schene 
& ;o a mayde vnmarred • p^ ne& mS touched 

100 as dene as clef • p^ c^ftalle sprynges 

w^ o^ hofebondee helpe • saue pe holy gofte 
A kyng & a knaue child • ;o 9ceyued at hir ere 
A touche of pe t^nyte • touched her hadde 
pre pfones i o plaoe preued to gedres 

105 Eche grayn is o god • & o god bot alle 
& alle pre ben bot one • as eldres ys teilen 
pe firft is pe fader • p^ fo^med was ne& 
pe f^® is pe sone • of h" sede growyn 
The p^dde i heu@ myd h@ • is pe holy gofte 

110 Nep^ merked ne made • bot mene f^m hs paffyp 
Alle ben pey endeles • & efi of o my^ 
& weren endeles efi • byfor pe world was bygone 
As sone was pe sone • as pe seif fader 
pe holy gofte w^ h€ • hadde pey efi 

115 The ^® pfone pe sone • sent was to erpe 
To take careynes kynde • of a clene mayde 
ft so vnknowen he came • caytifes to helpe 
& wro^t wondres y nowe ay • tille he wo driede 
Wyne he wroijt of wat^ • at o word ene 

120 'Ten lafares at a logge • he leched at enys 
pyned myd piles • he putte to hele 
& ded m6 fro pe dep • eche day he rered 
Groked & cancred • he keuered h@ aUe 
bop pe dombe & pe deue • myd h" der wordes 

125 dide myracles many mo • pS y i m^de haue 
Nis no Clerk w^ couto^s • coupe aliedel rekene 
fyf pouland of folke • is fejr to here 
w^* two filches he fedde • & fif her loues 
p^ eche freke hadde h" fülle • & ;it fqjre lened 

130 of brede & of broke mete • bafcketes füll twelue 



p^ ftiwed hy out of an dte • sixty & twey 
To do what he dempt^ • difciples wer boten 
hs to dtees he sende • bis sawes to p^che 
Ay by two & by two • til hy wer a twynne 

135 Hy suwed o^ of anop^ dte • semelich twelue 
Pore m6 & noi^t pphete • aposteles wer boten 
p^ of cayftes he dies • holy churche to encresche 
pe oHirale of p» worlde • p" wer Ji names 
PetP • james • & jon • & jacob pe ferpe 

140 & pe fyf pe of h* felawys • phelip was boten 
pe sixte symond was caled • & pe seuep eke 
Bertholomewe pat h" bone • nefi breke nolde 
The ey^ mS was mathu • p^ is myche yloued 
Tadde ft tomas • her ben ten euen 

145 & andreu pe elleuep • p^ auntred hy myche 
Byfor p^nces to p^che • pet^s brop^ 
pe lafte m& was vnlele • & lup^ of h" dedis 
Judas p^ jhu c^ft • to pe jewes solde 
sup hy sulf he slowe • for sorow of p^ dede 

150 h" body on a balwe tree • to brefte on pe myddel 
whs c^ft hadde heried helle • & was heuen pafTed 
For p^ mftfed mS • mathie pey choffyn 
;;it vnbapti^ed wer bope • bamabe & poule 
& no;t knewen of c^ft • bot comS sone aft^ 

155 pe p^nces & pe p^lates • a^en pe pafcke tyme 
Alle pd hadde hy in hate • for h" holy werkes 
h^ was a doylful dede • whan pey h" dep cafte 
prow pilat pyned he was • pe puoft of rome 
& p^ worUche wif • p^ arft was ynempned 

160 Hap h" vifage T hir vdl • veronyk zo hatte 
peynted p^uely A playn • p* no poynt wantep 
for loue he lefb h^ hir • til hir lyues ende 
p^ is no gome i p" erpe • p* is grym woüded 
Mefelry ne mefchef * ne mä vpon erpe 

165 p* knelep doU to p* dop • & on c^ft leuep 
bot alle hapnep to helle • m & handwhyle 
at rome reyned pe empo^ • x pe kyg riebe pfi 
Cefar syfiil wrecche • p' sent hy f^m rome 
why nadde py lycam be leyd • low vnder erpe 

170 whan pilat puoft was made • suche a p^nce to jugge 
& or p* wordes wer • wonne to pe ende 
pe canker p* pe kyng hadde • denly was heled 
w* 0* faute pe face • of flefche & of hyde 
as newe as pe nebbe • p* nefi was wSmyd 

175 A corteys c^ft • sdde pe kyng riebe pfi 

Was nefi worke p* y wrogt • worpy pe to teile 
Ne dede p* y haue don • bot py dep mened 
Ne nefi sey pe in si^t • goddis sone der 
bot now bayne me my bone • bleffed lord 

180 To ftire nero w* noye • & newen h« sorowe 



Anmerkung: 126. aliedel? 



& y schal buf ke me botl • h§ bale to wyrche 
To do pe deueles of dawe • & py dep venge 
Teile me tit / tit9 • what tokne he lafte 
To he p* knew hy for c^ft • & h" crafte leued 

185 Nempne pe t^nyte by name • / nathan at pries 
& p^ myd, baptemed be • in bleffed wat^ 
forp pey fetten a fönt • & foulled hy p^ 
made hy elften kyng • p^ for c^ft werred 
corrours I to eche cofte • pfi pe cours nomen 

190 ft alle h" baronage bre^t • to burdewes hauen 
sup w^ pe sondefmS • he pon^ to rome 
pe ferly & pe fair eure • h'' fader to schewe 
& he gronnand glad • grete god panked 
& loude Grande on c^ft • carped & saide 

195 worpy wemlefe god • in whom y byleue 

& pu 1 bethleem was bom • of a bry^t mayde 
sende me hele of my hurt • & heyly y a fowe 
To be ded for py dep • bot h* be der golden 
p* tyma pet^ was pope • & p^ched i rome 

200 pe lawe & pe lore • p* o^ byleue afkep 

folowed fafte on pe foike • & to fayp to^ned 
ft c^ft wro^t for p^- wye • wondres ynow 
p^ of wafpaßan was war • p* pe wafpys hadde 
sone sendep hy to • & pe sope tolde 

205 of c^ft & pe kerchef • p*^ keuered pe sike 

as nathan neymes sone seide • p^ to nero was come 
pS to Cüfayl was calied • pe knys^tes of rome 
<^ affenteden sone • to sende meffages 
w* kny2;tes wer cud • pe clergyf to fecche 

210 & afked trewes of pe empo^' • p* erand to done 
ac w' 0^ t^bute or trewes • tenfblle wyes 
pe kny:5tes w* pe kerchef • come ful blyue 
pe pope ;af pdoü to h@ • p^ paffed p^ a^ens 
w* pceffiön & p^s • p^nces & dukes 

215 & whan pe wömS was war • p^ pe wede owede 
To seint pet^ pe pope • ?o platte to pe g<>unde 
ymbe felde h" fete • & to pe freke saide 
of p» kerchef & my cors • pe kepyng y pe take 
pan bygan pe bume • bit^ly to wepe 

220 for pe doylful dep • of h» der mayft^ 

& longe ftode in pe ftede • or he ftynte my^ 
whan he vnclofed pe clope • p* c^ftf body touched 
pe wede f^m pe wömS • pey warpen atte lafte 
Receyued h* myd refience • & rSuande teris 

225 out of pe place • myd p^s • pey paffed on swype 
& ay held h^ on hey • p^ alle byhold my?t 
pan zij barotLs bolde • pe empo^ bade wende 
& pe pope depte • f^m pe pople fafte 
Teronyk & pe vail • wafpalian pey bro^ 

230 & seint pet^ pe pope • p^fented bope 



bot a ferly byfelle • forp myd hs alle 

jn her teple bytidde • teniiil pynges 

pe mahomid & pe mametes • to mortled to peces 

& al to c°red as pe clop • proi^ pe kirke paffed 

235 jnto pe palice w^ pe p^nce • pS pe pope ;ede 
kny^tes kepten pe clope • & on knees fallen 
a flauo^ flambep p^ fro • pey felleden h^ alle 
was nefi odo'' ne eyr • vpon erpe swett^ 
pe kerchef claufed h^ seif • & so der wezed 

240 My^t no lade on h^ loke • for li:;t p^ h^ schewed 
as h^ apched to pe p^nce • he put vp h" hed 
for cöfort of pe clop • he c^ed wel loude 
lo lordlynges her • pe lykneffe of c^ft 
of whom my botnyng ybidde • for h" bitt^ woüdis 

245 pS was wepyng & wo ' & wryngyng of hondis 
w* loude dyn & dit • for doil of hy one 
pe pope availed pe vaile • ft h" viTage touched 
pe body sup al aboute • bleffed h^ prye 
pe wafpys wentö a way • & alle pe wo aft^ 

250 p* er lafar was longe • ly?tt^ was nefte 

pä was pypyng & play • h«* pyne was a wey 
pey ^elden g^>ce to god • p» two g^te lordes 
pe kerchef cariep f^m alle • & i pe eyr hangyp 
p* pe syple pople my^t h* se • i tc sop tyme 

255 pe veronycle aft^ veronyk • wafpafian h^ calied 
Garde h^ gayly agyfen • in gold & I sel&e 
ijit is pe vifage i pe vail • as veronyk hy bro^ 
pe romaynes h^ holdep at rome • & for a relyk h^ holden 
p* whyle nero hadde noye • & nö ny^tes refte 

260 for h" t^bute was w^old • as nathan told hadde 
he cömaüdip kny^tes to come • cOsail to holde 
Erles & alle me • pe empo^ aboute 
AXTembled pe Senators • sone ypon hafte 
To iugge who jewes my?t beft • vpon pe jewys take 

265 & alle demeden by dome • po dukes to wende 
p' wer cured prow c^ft • p* pey on croys slowen 
p* on wafpalian was • of pe wyes twey 
p* pe t^nail vndertoke • & tit^ an op^ 
A bold burne on a blonke • & of h" body comyn 

270 No ferp^ sib to hy seif • bot h« sone der 
crouned kynges bope • & mychel c^ft loued 
pi' hadde hS ;eue of h" g^ce • & her grem ftoyed 
mofte pei hadde h^ i hert • her heftes to kepe 
& her forwardis to fulfille • p^ pei byfor made 

275 pan was rotlyng i rome • rebbyng of brynyis 
Schewyng of sharpe • scheldes y dreffed 
laui^te leue at p^ lord • leften h" sygne 
A g^te dragün of gold • & alle pe kyng folwed 
By p* schippis wer fchred • y fchot on pe depe 

280 Takled & a tired • on taJterande ypes 



ffrelch wat^ & wyn • wotlden I>u fafte 
ft ftof of alle ma& störe • p^ he Itrengpe scholde 
p^ wer floynes a flot • farcoftes many 
Cogges & crayers • y cafteled alle 

285 galees of grete ftreyngpe • w^ golden fanes 
sprad on pe brod se • a boute four myle 
pey ty:;ien vp talTail • whS pe tide aXked 
hadde byr at pe bake • & pe bonke leite 
Bou^te ofi pe se • w^ fondeoars manye 

290 ft ryued vp at port jaf • in judeis londys 
Buree cefaris londe • p^ may seken e& 
ful mychel wo m6 bewro^te • pe • i py blonke toünes 
Cytees vnder sene • now is ?o^ forow vppe 
pe dep of pe dere worp c^ft • der schal be golden 

295 Now is bethleem py boft • ybro^t to an ende 
Jertm & ierico • for juggyd wrecchys 
Schal nefi kyng of ?o^ kynde • w* croune be ynoyntid 
Ne jewe for jhc sake • ronke i ?o^ more 
pey setten vpon eche fide • surrie w*yn 

300 brente ay at pe bak • & fat bar laften 

WOB no^t bot roryng & rieh • I alle pe riebe toünes 

ft red lafchyng lye • alle pe londe ouer 

Token toa & tour • & teldes ful feie 

broften ^ates of braff • & many borwe wOnen 

305 Holy pe hepen here • hewyn to gründe 
Bop i bent & i borwe • p^ a bide wolde 
pe jewes to iertm • p^ josophus dwelde 
Flowoi as pe foule dep • p^ fancoQ wolde ftrike 
A cite ynder syon • fett was ful noble 

810 w^ many a toret & tour • p^ toü to defende 
p^nces & p^lates • & poreil of pe londe 
Clerkes & cDSs • of cDtrees a boute 
wer schacked to p^ cite • sac^fice to make 
At pafke tyme as p^ched hs • p^ftes of pe lawe 

815 Many swykel at pe Iweng • to pe swerd ;ede 
for penyes paiXed nO • po:; he pay wolde 
bot diden alle to pe depe • & drewen hs aft^ 
w* engynes to iertm • per jewes wer pykke 
pey fett« sadly a sege • p^ dte alle aboute 

820 pi^n panelones dofl • of pallen webbes 
w* ropis of riche silk • rayfen vp fwype 
grete tentis as a ton • of torken clopys 
Thoppyn oft pe cheuStayns • w* charboklis four 
A gay egle of gold • on a gilde appul 

825 w^ grete dragotls grym • alle i gold wro2;te 
& lyk to lyoOs alfo • lyande p^ vnder 
Paled & paynted • pe paneloU was vmbe 
stoked ful of ftor^s • ftrayned myd armys 
of quaynte colo^ to know • kemeld a loffce 

880 An hundred ftodyng on ftage • in p^ ftede one 



Toured w^ torettes • was pe tente panne 

sup britaged a boute • bri:^ to byholde 

Eer alle pe sege was sette • ^t of pe cite comyn 

MefTeng^es wer made • f^m maiftres of pe lawe 

385 To pe chef cheuStayn • pey chofen her wey 
deden mekly by monpe • her meffage attonys 
sayen pe dte hap :pi sent • to serche ;o^ wilie 
To here pe cause of ;o^ comyng • ;if ;e concyte wolde 
Wafpafian no word • to pe wyes schewed 

340 Bot sendep sondifmS a2;en • z^ siker kny^^tes 
;af hs Charge to go * & pe gomes teile 
p^ alle pe caufe of her coms • was c^ft forto venge 
Sayp y bidde h€ be boü • bifcopes & op^ 
To morow or vndren of pe day • open heded alle 

845 vp her ^ates to ;elde • w^ gerdes an hande 
Eche whi^ i a white scherte • & no wede ellys 
jewyfe for jftu c^ft to take • by juggemete to take 
& make he come p^ ihu c^ft • pro:; cofeil byt^yede 
Or y to pe wallea schal wende • & walten alle ofte 

850 schall no fton vpon fton • ftonde by y paffe 
p" sondifmS sadly • to pe cite :;ede 
p^ pe lordes of pe londe • lent weren alle 
Tit tolden her tale • & wonder towe made 
of c^ft & of caypbas • & how pey come scholde 

355 & when pe kny^tes of c^ft • carpyn bygotl 
pe jewes token alle xjg • w^ out taJke mor 
her hondis boaden at her bak • w^ borden ftanys 
And of flocken her face • & her fair berdis 
Mare hs naked as a nedel • to pe nep^ houe 

860 Her vifages blecken w^ bleche • ft al pe body aft^ 
sup knyt w* gret corde • to eche kny^tes swer 
A chefe t^ charged he • her chyuStayn to ber 
sayp vn buxa we bep • his biddyng to ;ete 
Ne no^t dreden h" dom • h<* dep haue we atled 

365 He schal vs fynde i pe feide • ne no ferr seke 

To morowe pryme or h* paXfe • & to ajo^ p^nce tellip 
pe bumes bufken o^ of burwe • bouden alle twelf 
A;en meffage to make • f^m pe maift^ jewes 
was neft wafpafian fo wrope • as whan pe wyes come 

870 p* wer scomed & sehende • vpon schäme wyfe 
p« kny^tes byfor pe kyng • vpon knees fallen 
& tolden pe tale • as h^ tid hadde 
Of py manace ne py my?t • pey make bot lyte 
p*> ben we to^ned of our tyre • in tokne of pe sope 

375 & boüden for o^ bolde speche • pe batail pey wille4 
To morowe p^me or h* paffe • pey put h^ no ferre 
h^ schal be satled on py seif • pe same p^ pu atleft 
p9 han pey c^tifiet pe • & sende pe p" chefes 
wode wedande wrop • wafpafian was pSne 

880 layde wecche to pe walle • & wamed I hafte 
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pt ijie man^ of mS • in pe morowe scholde 
Be 8one aft^ pe aone > aXfembled i pe felde 
He rtrej^ Yp a Itandard • in a ftour wyfe 
Bild as a belfray • bretfül of wepne 

885 whs o;t fayted in pe folke • p^ to I>e feld longed 
Atte pe belfray to be • botnyng to fynde 
A dragoü was dressed • drawjn alofte 
Wyde gapande of gold • gomes to sweliifre 
yr^ arwes armed i |>e moupe • & alTo he.hadde 

890 a fanchjn vnd^ h" feet • w^ fonr kene bladdys 
J^ of pe pojntes wer pi?t • in ptyis four 
of p" wlonfuile worde • p^ pei werr fondyn 
In forbefyn to pe folke • p" fanchonns hengep 
p* pey hadde wonnen w* swerd • al pe world riebe 

895 a bal of br§nande gold • pe befte was on sette 
H* tau t'iyled p^ a beute • p^ to^ne scheide he nefie 
vrh& he was h'fbe vp cn lofte • p^ pe lord werred 
l)ot ay lokande on pe londe • tille p^ al lau:;te wer 
'^ by pe dte my^t se • no letlyng weide rife 

400 Ne no trete of no trewes • bot pe toa ?elde 

Or ride on pe romayns • for pey hau her rede take 

p^ britned to be • or pe toü wyne 

h" wynges fprad wer abrode • boü forte flee 

w^ belies bordered a boute • al of bri^t sel&e 

405 Bedy whan ou^te mnen • to rynge fal loude 

w* eche wynde of a wap • p* to pe wyges sprongy 

j brytaged aboute • pe belfray was pftne 

w^ a tenfai tour • p^ oft pe toU gawged 

Pe batail by pe bri^tneffe • burnes my^ knowe 

410 four myle p^ fro • so pe feldes schonen 
& on eche pomel • wer py^ penfeles hy2;e 
Of selke & sendel • w^ seifte ybetyn 
h^ glitered as gled für • ful of gold riebe 
Oft al pe dte to se • as pe sOne bemys 

415 byfor pe four ^ates • he formes to lenge 

Syztene poufand by sOme • while pe sege laftep 
sette ward on pe walles • p^ no;t a wey scaped 
sixe poufand i tercle • pe dte alle a boute 
was no^t while pe ny;t laTte • bot neh^g of ftedis 

420 strogelyng i ftele wede • & ftufifyng of helmes 
w* armyng of olyfauntes • & op^ arwe beftes 
A:;en pe elften to come • w^ caftels on bake 
Wafpafial i ftele wede • & h" wyes alle 
werg dig;t forp by day • & drowen to pe vale 

425 Of jofophat p^ jhu c^ft • shal juggen alle piges 
bigly batayled hy p^ . to abide p» op^ 
pe fiEtnward titus toke • to teile Tpon ferfte 
w^ six poufand sondiours affyned for pe nones 
& mony i pe myd ward • were m^ked to lenge 

480 p^ wafpafian was • w^ p<ncea <fe dukes 




& siztene poufand i pe p^dde • w^ a prynande kny^t 
Sir sabyn of surrie • a syker mS of armes 
p^ p^nce was of puynce • & midiel peple ladde 
fourty hadred in helmes • & hamays to schewe 

485 & ten poufand atte taiL • at pe tentis lafte 
hors & hamays • fnm harmyng to kepe 
By p* bemys on pe burwe • blowen ful loude 
& baners beden hß forp • now blefCe vs o'' lorde. 

|he jewes assembled wer sone • & of pe dte come 
An haudred poufand on hors • w^ hamberkes a tired 
w^ out folke vpon fot • at pe four ;ates 
p^ p^fet to pe place • w^ panyes on honde 
fyf & twenti olyfantes • defensable beftes 
w^ brede caftels on bak • o^ of burwe come 

445 & on eche an olyfaüte • armed me manye 
ay an hüdred an hey • an hadred w^ yn 
po drowen dromedari*) doü • deuelich picke 
& hadred poufand & yheled • w^ hamays of mayle 
eche befte w^ a big to^ • p^ bold m5 wer ynne 

450 Twenty told by tale • in eche to^ euene 
Cameies clofed i ftele • com6 o^ pSne 
ffafte toward pe feld • a ferlich nonbr 
Bufked to batail • ft on bak hadde 
Echon a toret of tre • w^ ten me of armes 

455 Ghares ful of chofen • charged w^ wepne 
A wonder nonbr p^ was • who so wite lyfte 
Many dou^te p^ day • p^ was a dradde neuer 
wer fond fey i pe feld • er p^ fi^t endid 
An olyfaat yarmed • came o^ at pe lafte 

460 keuered myd a caftel • was crafüly ywro^ 
A tabemacle i pe to^ • atyred was riebe 
Pi;t as a paneloa • on pileres of seifte 
A which of white seifte • waiynde p^ yn 
On four goions of gold • p^ h^ f^m grounde bar 

465 A clofen chayr p^ by • on charbokeles twelfe 
Betyn al w^'bame gold • w* bren&de fergis 
pe chekes of pe chayr • wer chabokles fyue 
Cou^ed myd a riebe clope • p^ cayphas was sette 
A plate of pulfched gold • was pi^t on h" brefte 

470 w^ many p^dofe perle • & pured ftones 
lered mS of pe lawe • p^ loude coupe fynge 
w^ sawters seten hy by • & pe pfalmys tolde 
of dou^ty äd. pe king • & op^ der ftor^s 
Of jofeph pe noble jewe & judas pe kny^ 

475 Cayphas of pe kyft • kyppid a rolle 

& radde how pe folke ran • pro;; pe rerewarde 
whan pharao & h" ferde • wer in pe floode drouned 
& myche of moyfes lawe • he myned p^ tyme 
whan p" faiples folke • to pe feld comS 

480 & batayled aft^ pe bent • w^ many a bume kene 
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for ba&res • |>^ blafed • & beftes y armed 

My;t no mS fe prow pe sonne • ne vnel> pe cite knowe 

Wafpaüan dyujrep • pe feld aJ a boute 

|>^ was w^ baners oft fprad • to |>e borwe Wallis 

485 To baroüs & bold me • p^ h5P a boute wer 
seip lordlynges a loude • leftenyp my speche 
Her nys king nop^ kyn^te • oomen to p» place 
Baroa ne burgee • ne burne p^ me folwep 
pt pe caufe of h» comes • nys c^ft forto venge 

490 Vpon pe faiples folke • pat hy fayntly slowen 
Byholdep pe hepyng • & pe harde woUdes 
pe betyg & pe byndyg • p* pe body badde 
lat neuer p" lawles ledis • lau; at b" harmys 
p^ bou^t vs f^m bale • w^ blöd of h" tte 

495 quycke clayme pe quereis • of alle quyk bumes 
& clayme of efieche kyng • saue of c^st one 
pt ps peple to pyne • no pite ne hadde 
pt p^uep h* paTIioa • who fo pe paas redep 
bt nedip no^ at p" note • of nero to mynde 

500 Ne to trete of no trewe • for t^bute pt he afkep 
pt querel y quik deyme • for op^ he ne wilnep 
of p^ rebel to rome • bot refou to haue 
Bot more pig i o^ myde • aryuep to day 
pt by refou to rome • pe regnance faUyp 

505 Bope pe myijt & pe mayn • mayft^ or eliys 
& lord sup of eche londe • pt lipe vnder heuS 
lat ne& p" faiples folke • wt fi^t vs wyne 
hors ne hamays • bot pey ht hart byen 
plate ne pefan • ne pendauntes ende 

510 while any lyme may lafte • or we pe lif haue 
for pei bö feyn at pe fi?t • falf of byleue 
& wel wene at a wap • alle pey wold quelle 
Nop^ gounded on god • ne on no g^ace t^ften 
Bot alle 1 ftorijs of ftour • & I ftrengp one 

515 & we ben di2;t to day • dritten to s^ue 
hey heue kyng • hede to h* owne 
pe ledes louten hy alle • & a loude sayde 
to day p^ fiepe any fote • pe fende haue h" soule 
bemes blowen anö • blonkes to ne;e 

520 stedis ftampen i pe felde - ftif fteil vnder 
stip me 1 ftiropys • ftriden alofte 
Kny^tes croyfen hS seif • cacchen her helmys 
wt loude clarioa cry • & alle kyn pypys 
tymbns • & tabo^ris • tonelande loude 

525 :;euen a schillande fchout • schrynken pe jewes 
as wOmS schal i a swem • whs; hir pe wat^ ne;ep 
lacchen launces anö • lepyn to gedris 
as far o* of flynt fton • ferde he bytwene 
douft drof vpon lofte • dymedyn alle a boute 

580 as ponder & picke rayn • prowolande i fkyes 



beren bumes prow • broften launces 
kny:;tes croffchen dott • to pe cold erpe 
£foo;^ fiaXte in pe felde • & ay pe fals vnder 
doa swowande to swelt • wt ot swar more 

535 Tytus to^nep hj^ • to tolles of pe beftes 
for juftes pe joliefte • wt joyned of werr 
sup wt a bri:;t bronde • he betip on harde 
Tille pe brayn & pe blöd • on pe beut omen 
sou;t pro? an op^ side • wt a sore wepne 

540 bet on pe broa ftele • while pe bladde lafte 
an hey breydep pe brond • & as a bore lokep 
how hetterly doU • heute who so wolde 
alle bri^tned pe beut • as bemys of söne 
of pe gilden ger • & pe goode ftones 

545 ffor schyueryng of shendes • & schynyng of helmea 
ht ferde as alle pe f^mament • vp on a für wer 
wafpafian in pe vale • pe fanward byholdep 
how pe hepyn her • heldep to g<>unde 
Cam wt a fair ferde • pe fals me to mete 

550 as grened griffous • girden in samen 
spakly her fpes • on sprotes pey ;eden 
scheldes at fchidwod • on scheldres to denen 
schoken ot of schepes • pt scharpe was ygroüden 
& mallen metal • pro; vn mylt hertes 

555 hewen on pe hepen • hurtlen to gedr 

ffor schome gild fchrond • schedered bumee 
Baches wozen a blöde • a boute in pe vale 
& gontes fum golde wede • as goteres pey rüne 
sir sabyn fettep hf vp • whan h^ so ;ede 

560 Kidep myd pe rereward • & aUe pe route folwep 
kenely pe caftels • came to affayle 
pt pe beftes on her bake • ot of burwe ladden 
Atles on pe olyfauntes • pt orible wer 
Girdip ot pe guttes • wt gounden fpes 

565 Bappis rifpen forp • pt redles an hundred 
Scheide be bufy to burie • p^ on a bent lafbe 
caftels clateren doa • pe cameles broften 
dromedaries to pe dep • drowen ful fwype 
pe blöde fomed h6 fro • in pe fiafches a boute 

570 pe kne depe in pe dale • dafcheden ftedes 
pe bumes i pe bretages • pt a boue wer 
for pe douft & pe dyn • as alle doQ ;ede 
AI for ftoppette in ftde • fterte blyndo wexen 
whan hurdi;s & hard erpe • hurtied to gedr 

575 & vnder dromedaries • dotl diäten h6 sone 
was nO left vpon lyue • p^ a lofte ftandep 
saue lepy olyfaunt • at pe grete ;ate 
p^ as cayphas pe clerke • in caftell ridep 
he say pe wrake on hS wende • & a way to^nep 

580 wt twelf mayftres made • of moyfes lawe 
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an htmdred helmed mS • hien hem aft^ 
£r pey of caftel my^t come • caiL^n hS alle 
bounden |)€ bifchup • on bycchyd wyfe 
p^ I>e blöde o^ barft • eche baftd vnder 

585 ft bro^B pe bifchap • & alle h" bew Clerkes 
p^ pe ftandard ftode • & ftadded he p^ 
pe befte & pe britage • & alle pe bri:^t ger 
chair & chaundelers • & charbokel ftones 
pe rolles p* pey redden . & alle pe riebe bokee 

590 pey breite myd pe bifchup • p« hym bale pou?te 
A nö pe feyplea folke • fayledea herte 
To^ned toward pe toü • & tytus hem affc^ 
ffele of pe fals forde • in pe felde lefte 
An himdred in her helmes • myd h" honde one 

595 pe fair ^evres in pe felde • fallen so picke 
Ab hau froward heue • hepe ofi op^ 
so was pe bent ofi . brad blody byrOne 
w^ ded bodies a boute • alle pe brod vale 
My^ no ftede doa ftap • bot • bot on ftele wede 

600 Or on bume op^ on befte or on men • or on bri^t scheldes 
so myche was pe mltitude • p^ on pe melde lafte 
p^ so many wer martred • meuail wer ellis 
;it wer pe romayns as reft • as pey f^m rome come 
Ronen ofi eche a renk • & no^t a ryng broften 

605 Was no poynt pfchid • of alle her fw armur 
to c^ft h" kny^tes gan kepe • tille cöplyn tyme 
An hundred ponfand helmes • of pe hepen syde 
wer fey fallen in pe felde • or pe fi:^ ended 
saue seu6 poufand of pe süme • p^ to pe dte flowen 

610 & wyme w* mychel wo • pe waJles w* ynne 
ledes lepen to a nO • lonk pe :;ates 
Barre h5 bigly • w^ bolces of yren 
brayden yp brigges • w^ bronden chaynes 
& portecolis w^ pile • picchen to g<>unde 

615 pey wynen vp why2;tly • pe waJles to kepe 
ffrafche vnfounded folke • & g^ie defence made 
Tyep in to teures • tonnes ful manye 
w* grete ftones of gret • & of gray marble 
kepten kenly w* cafte . pe kemels a lofle 

620 Quarten quereis out • w^ quarters attonys 
pt op^ folke at pe fote • frefchly affayied 
Tille eche daJe w^ dewe • was donked aboute 
w^ drowen h€ fro pe diche • dukes & op^ 
pe cafte was so kene • p^ come fum pe walles 

625 come forpe w^ pe kyng • dene as pey gede 
woflded no?t o wye • ne nü p' wem hadde 
p^nces to her paneloQs • paffen on swype 
ynarme he as tyt • & alle pe ny^ reften 
w* wacche vmbe pe walles • to many wyes sorowe 

680 pey wolle no;t pe hepen her • so harmeles be lafte 



sone as pe rede day • rofen pe schye 
bemes blowen anO • bumes to aryfe 
pe kyng comaddep a cry . p*- comfed was sone 
pe ded bodies on pe bonke • bar forte make 

635 To fpoyle pe spilt folke • fpar scheide none 
Geten girdeles & ger • gold ft goode ftones 
Byes broches • befauntes riebe 
helmes hewen of gold • hamberkes manye 
keften ded vpon ded • was deil to byholde 

640 made wide weyes • & to pe walles comen 
affembleden at pe cite • sant to byg^e 
ffolke ferlich pycke • at pe four ^ates 
pey breiten teures of tre • p^ pey taken hadde 
a :^en efieche ;ate • parken hem hey 

645 bygönnS at pe grettift • a garrite to rer 

Groded vp fro pe gounde • on nj grete poftes 
he was wonderlich wide • wroijt vpon hy2;te 
ffyue hundred in frounte • to fixten at pe walles 
hardy mö vp on hafte • hyen at pe grecys 

650 & bygOnnen w^ bir • pe borow to affayle 
Quarels flambande of für • flowen out harde 
& arwes arwely • w* attyr envenymyd 
Tayfen at pe teures • tachen on pe jewes 
pre; kemels cacchen her dep • many kene bumes 

655 brenten & beten doü • p' bilde was wel pycke 
broften pe britages • & pe brode teures 
By p' was many bold bume • pe burwe to affayle 
pe hole batail boti • a boute pe brode walles 
pt wer byg & brode • & bycchet to wyne 

660 wonder hey to byholde • w* holwe diches vnder 
heye bonked a bone • vpon bope sydes 
Ri?t wicked to wyne • bot ?if wyles helpe 
Bowme atte bonke • benden her ger 
schoten vp scharply • to pe scheue walles 

665 w^ arwes & arblaftes • & alle p^ härme my;t 
To affiray pe folke • p^ defence made 
pe jewes werien pe walles • w^ wyles ynowe 
böte blowande picche • a menge pe peple i^eten 
BrSnen leed & brynfton • bareis fülle 

670 schoten schynande doa • ri^ as schyr wat^ 

Wafpafian wendep f^m pe walles • wariande he alle 

op^ bufked wer boü • benden engynes 

keften at pe kemels • cluftred teures 

& monye der daies werke • dongen to gounde 

675 By p^ wri2;te8 han wrogt • a wonder ftronge pale 
Alle aboute pe burwe • w^ baftiles manye 
pt no segge vnder süne • my^t f^m pe cite paffe 
sup dOmyn pe diches • w^ pe ded corfes 
crfimS h^ myd karayn • pe kimels vnder 

680 p* pe ftynk of pe fteem . myijt ftrike ofi pe walles 
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To cope pe corfed folke • p^ h6 kepe acholde 
The cors of pe condit • p^ comS to toQ 
ftoppen efieche a Itreem • p^ any ftrem ^ede 
w^ rtockes & rtonee • & It jnkande beltes 

685 p* pey no wat^ niy?t wfne • p* werS enclofed 
Wafpafian to^nep to his tente • w^ tit^ & op^ 
cOmattdep cüfail anü • on cayphas to sitte 
w^ dep by dorne • p^ he dey scholde 
w^ pe lettered ledes • p^ pey laa^te hadde 

690 Domes mS ypon depes • demeden swype 

p^ ech freke wer quyk fleyn • pe feiles of dene 
p€ to be on a bent • w^ bionkes to drawe 
and 8up honget on a hep • vpon heye galwes 
pe feet to pe f^mament • alle folke to byholden 

695 w^ hony vpon ech aide • pe hydeles anoynted 
corres & cattes • w^ clanres • ful acharpe 
ffour kagges & knyt • to Cayphasee peyes 
Twey apys at h» armes • to angren hy mor 
p^ renten pe rawe flefche • vpon rede peces 

700 so was he pyned f^m p^me • w* pfched sides 
Tille pe süne doQ sou^t • in sOmere tyme 
pe lered mö of pe lawe • a litel bynype 
weren to^mented on a tre.* topfail walten 
knyt to efiech clerke • kene corres twey 

705 p^ alle pe cite my^t se • pe sorow p' pey dryuS 
pe jewes walten od pe walles • for wo at p' tyme 
seuQ hundred slow h6 seif • for sorow of her Clerkes 
Börne hent her beer • & fam pe hed puUed 
& sOme for deil • dafchande to gründe 

710 pe kyng lete drawen he a doU • whan pey dede wer 
bade a hole fdr betyn • to brSnen pe corfes 
keften cayphas p^yn • & h» derkes twelf 
& brSten efieche bon • i to pe browne afkes 
sup went to pe walle • on pe wynde syde 

715 & alle a brod on pe burwe • blewen pe powder 
p« is douft for :50^ drynke • a doU to h5 criep 
& bade he bible of p^ brop • for pe bifchopes soule 
p^ ended co^fed cayphas • & h« Clerkes alle 
alto bniTed myd beftes • brent at pe lafte 

720 In tokne of trefoQ • & trey p* he wro^t 

whan c^ft prow h" 9reil • was caoched to dep 
By p^ was pe day don • dymned pe skyes 
Merked mütayna • & mores a boute 
foules fallen to fote • & her fepres rofken 

725 pe ny;t waoche to pe walles • & waytes to blowe 
bry^t fiires a boute betyn • a brode i pe ofte 
pe kyng & h" cOfail • carpen to gedr 
chofen chyuSntayna out • & chiden no mor 
Bot charged pe chek wecche • & to chambr wSten 

730 kyngea & kny^tes • to cacchen hS reite 



Wafpafian lyp in bis logge • litel he slepip 
Bot walwyp & W3mdip • & waJirep a boute 
ofte to^nep for tene • & on pe toa pynkep 
whan schadewes & %chir day • scheden attwfne 

785 leuerockes vpon lofbe • lyftenep her fteuenes 
bumes bulken he o^ of bedde • w^ bemes loude 
Bope blowyng on bent • & on pe burwe walles 
Wafpafian bonnys of bedde • bufked hy fayr 
fo^m pe fote to pe fourche • in fyne gold clopes 

740 sup puttep pe p^nce • oft h" pale wedes 
a brynye browded picke • w^ a breft plate 
Qrayped of gay f teel • & of gold riebe 
p^ ouer he caftep a cote • colo^ of h" armys 
a grete girdel of gold • w^ out ger oper 

745 layp vmbe h" lendis • w* lacchetes ynow 
Abry^ bumefch swerd • he beltep alofte 
of pur purged gold • pe pomel & pe hulte 
A brod schynande scheid • on fcholdir he hongip 
bocklyd myd bri^t gold • aboue at pe necke 

750 pe glowes of g^y fteel • p* wer w* gold hemyd 
hanley hamays • & h" hors afkep 
pe gold hewen hebne • hafpep he blyue 
w^ vifer & w^ a vental • deuyfed for pe nones 
a croune of clene gold • was clofed vpon lofte 

755 RybSnde vmbe pe rounde heim • ful of riebe ftones 
pyijt prudely w^ ples • in to pe pur comers 
& so w^ saphyres sett • pe sydes a boute 
He ftridep on a ftif ftede • & ft^kep oft pe bente 
ligt as a lyoQ • wer loufed o^ of cheyne 

760 h" segges sewen by alle • & ech on faype to op^ 
pB is a comlich kyng • kny^tes to lede 
he bowep to pe barres • or he bide wolde 
betynge on w^ pe brond • on pe bras rynges 
comep caytifes forp • ?e p' c^ft slowen 

765 knowep hy for :;o^' kyng • or ;e cacche mor 
waytep doQ fro pe walle • what wo h" on bände 
May :;e fecche ^on no fode • po:; ;e fey worpe 
& po^^e wat^les wede • wyne !;e no:;t o droppe 
po; ;e dep scholde dey • daies in go^ lyue 

770 pe pale p^ j. pi;t haue • paffe h^ who mya^ 

pt is 80 byg on pe bonke • & hap pe burowe clofed 
ffourty to fy^teu • a^ens fyue hundred 
po;; :;e wer etnes eochon • in scholde we wende 
& more mSfchyp wer h^ • ?it m^cy to by feche 

775 pft metlea marr • per no my;^ helpyp 

was nO p^ warpip a word • bot waytes her poyntes 
^if ftertis on ftay • w^ ftones h5 to kylle 
pan woop as a wode bore • he wendep h' bridul 
^if {(e as doggea wol dey • pe deuel haue p^ reoche 

780 i; or j wende fro p" walle • ^e aohul wordea achewe 
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& efte flpakloker speke • or y;o^ speche owene 
by J)^ a jewe jofophus • pe gentyl clerke 
hadde wro^t a wonder wyle ■ whan he wat^ fayled 
Made wedes of wolle • in weie forto plunge 

785 wat^ waTclien aa pey wer • & on pe walle hengen 
pe wedes dropeden • doü deyed ^erne 
Bich rifes he frö ■ pe romayns byholden 
wenden wel her wedes • hadde waffchyng so ryne 
J* no wye in Je wone • wat^ schold fayle 

790 Wafpafian pe wile • wel ynow knewe 

Loude he law:;pe p^ at • & lordlynges byddis 
No bume abafched be • po; pey p" boft make 
h* bep bot wyles of werr • for wat^ h6 faylep 
pä WM no pyng • bot a newe note to bygyne 

795 affaylen on eche a side • pe cite by halues 
Merken myd manglods • fiil vn mete dyntes 
& myche of mafoGs note • pey marden p^ tyme 
p^ of was jofophus war • p^ myche of werr coupe 
& sette on pe walle fide • sakkes myd chaf 

800 A?ens pe ftrengpe of pe ftroke • p^ pe ftones hytte 
pat alle dered no;t a dy^s • bot grete dyt made 
pe romayns rUne to a nö • & on roddes knytte 
Sipes for pe fackes • p^ selly wer kene 
Ragten to pe ropis - rent hem in fonder 

805 p^ alle daflchande doU • in to pe diche flatten 
bot jofophus pe gynfiil • her engynes alle 
brenten w* br@nande oyle • & myche bale wrogt 
Wafpafian wouded was p^ • wonderlich sore 
porow pe hard of pe hele • w^ an hande darte 

810 p^ boot prow pe böte • & pe bone nayled 
of pe frytted fote • in pe folis syde 
8one affembled hy to • many sadde hundred 
p* wolden wrecken pe woude • op^ wo habben 
pey bowyn to pe barres • bekered gerne 

815 Fougt rigt felly • foyned w^ spes 
jolken jewes pro? engynes by päne 
wer manye beut at pe bonke • & to pe burwe prewen 
p^ wer felcoupes sen • as segges mowe here 
A bume w* a balwe fton • was pe brayn clone 

820 pe grett^ pefe of pe pfine • pe pyble forp ftrikep 
p^ h* flow i to pe feld • a for long or more 
a wOmS botlden w^ a bam • was on pe body hytte 
w* pe fton on a ftaf • as pe ftoryj teUep 
p* pe bam o* brayde • f^m pe body clene 

825 & was bom vp as a bal • ofi pe burwe walles 
buraes wer brayned • & brofed to dep 
wymö wide open • walte vnder ftones 
frosletes fro pe ferft • to pe flor prylled 
ft many toret dotl tilte • pe tSple a boute 

880 pe cite had ben feifed • myd sant at p^ tyme 



Nad pe folke so fers • p^ pe fende s^ued 
pt kilden on pe elften • & kepts pe walles 
w^ arwes & arblaftes • & archers manye 
w* spes & spryngold • spünen o* hard 

835 Dryue dartes a doQ • geuen depe woüdes 
p* manye renke o^ of rome • refte of p* syne 
was mychel leuer a leche • p£ layke myd h" ton 
Wafpafian ftyntep of pe ftour • ftewes h^ bumes 
p*» wer for beten & bled • vnder brygt yren 

840 Tyen to her tentis • myd tene p* pey hadde 
al wery of p^ werk • & woQded ful sore 
helmes & hamberkes • hadden of sone 
leches by torche ligt • loken her hurtes 
wafchen woudes w* wyn • & w*» wolle ftoppen 

845 w* oyle & orifoü • ordeyned in charme 
sup efieche a segge • to pe soper gede 
pog pey woaded wer • was no wo nempned 
Bot daunfyng & no deil • w^ dynyng of pipis 
& pe nakerer noyfe • alle pe nygt tyme 

850 whan pe derk was doU • & pe day spryngen 
sone aft^ pe söne sebled pe grete 
comS forj^ w* pe kyng • cofeil to her 
Alle pe knygthod clene • p* for c^ft werred 
Wafpafian waitep a wide • h" wyes byholdep 

855 p^ wer frefcher to figt • pS at pe furft tyme 
puyep p^nces on emeft 
p* eche wye of p* werr 
for or p8 toU be take • 
Michel torforo & tene • 

860 pey to^ned alle to tit^ • 

of pe cite & pe sege • to seyn for hs alle 
pfi tit9 to^nep hö to • & talkyng bygfnep 
p9 to layke w* p» lefne • vs lympis pe worfe 
for pey ben feie of defence • ferce mg & noble 

865 & p*> toured ton • is tenfiil to wyne 

pe worft wrecche i pe wone • may on walle lygge 
ft^ke doü w^ a fton • & ftuny many knygtes 
whs we schul houe & by holde • & litel härme wirche 
& ay pe lope of pe layk • fhall ligt on vs seine 

870 Now mowe pey ferke no ferr • her fode forto wyne 
wolde we ftynt of o^ ftrif • whyle pey her ftor maden 
We scholde w* he honte • to hoke o* of toU 
For p^ as faylep pe fode • p^ is feynt ftrengpe 
& p^ as hUger is hote • lites ben fehle 

875 Alle affenteden to pe sawe • p^ to pe cite longed 
a paied as pe p^nce • & pe peple wolde 
To pe kyng wer called • cOftables p&ne 
Marchals mafer mS • p^ he to t^ftip 
He chargep he cherfly • for chance p^ may falle 

880 w* wacche of waJed mS • pe walles to kepe 



& alle pe peple affc^ 
• schold h" wille specke 
& p* teures heye 
vs tides on hande 

& hy pe tale schewep 
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for we wol baten at pe hart • p*' hepes aboute 
& bur racches rSne • a monge p" rowe bonkes 
Bide to pe reft • & rer vp pe foules 
se faucous fle • feie of pe befte 

885 £cb eegge to pe solas • p^ by seif lyked 
p^nces 0* of paneloUs • p^fen on ftedes 
Tomen trifflyn • & on pe pe toü wayten 
p* lyf pey ledde longe • & god ?yue vs g«ce. 

n Borne Nero bap now • mycbel noye wro^t 
To dep pyned pe pope • & mycbel peple quelled 
petr apoftlen p^noe • & seint poule 
seneka & pe Senators • & alle pe cite fared 
b" modir & b« myde wif • murdred to depe 
Combred elften feie • p^ on c^ft leued 

895 pe romayns refen a nö • wbfi pey p** rewpe seyen 
To quelle pe empo^ quyk • p* be vnquemed badde 
pey p^ffed to b" paleys • porayle & op^ 
To brenten pe bold kyng • in b* burwe riebe 
pe cite & pe Senators • affented be bope 

900 Non op^ dede was to dOn • pey bau bis dorne Isolden 
pan fiowe p^ freke • frendles a lone 
out at apere pofteme • & aUe pe peple |blwed 
w^ a troncbou of tre • toke be no more 
Of alle pe glowande gold • p^ be on gounde badde 

905 On p* troncboa w^ b" tep • be toggep & bytep 
Tille b^ was piked at pe poynt • as apokes ende 
pS. a bidep p^ bume • & bit^lycb spekep 
to alle pe wyes p^ p^ wer • wordes a loude 
To^nep t«yto^8 a?en • scbal nefi pe tale rife 

910 Of no karl by pe coppe • bow be b" kyng quelde 
by seif be ftrykep myd p* ftaf • ftre^t to pe bert 
p^ pe colke to clef * & pe kyng dyed 
six monpe aft^ & no mor • p" myfchef bytydde 
p* WaTpafian was went • to werry on pe jewes 

915 four mettyn myle o^ of rome • to mynde for efie 
p* erft was empo^ of alle • p^ ended in sorow 
pe grete to gedres pS • cboffem bs an op^ 
On Gabba a gome • p^ mycbel grem badde 
pro? Otbis lyons a lord • p* by longe bated 

920 & at pe laft p* lord • out of lyf by bro?t 

Amydde pe market of rome • pe mette to gedres 
p Otbis fallip by fey • ?af by fale woüdis 
p^ four monpes & mor • badde mayntened pe croune 
& po deyed pe duke • & pe diademe lefbe 

925 & wbS p^ gabba was gon • & to gounde bro;;t 
Otbis entrip on emeft • & empo^ was made 
pe m£ 1 b" maiefte • was monpes bot pre 
pa be i^eldep sathanaa pe soule • & by seif quelled 
pe romayns rifen yp a renk * rome for to kepe 

930 A kny^t p^ vitel was calde • & by pe croime raupte 



Bot for sir sabyns sake • a segge was noble 
WaTpafian brop^ of blöde • p^ be brytned badde 
WaTpafian vpon vitel • to vengen b^ brop^ 
sou^ 0^ of surrie • segges to rome 

985 p^ is naked as an nedul • pe newe empo^ 
for sir sabyns sake . alle pe cite drowe bym 
sup gored pe gome • p^ b' guttes alle 
As a bowewed befte • i to b" brecbe feile 
Doü ^emande be ?ede • & ;eldep pe soule 

940 & kay^t pe cors & kaft i to in tybre 

seuen monpes p" m& • badde septre on bände 
& p") lofte he pe lyf • for b« lup^ dedes 
An op^ was to seke • p^ septre scbold baue 
for alle p^ grete bs gon • & nefi a gayn tonnen 

945 Now of pe cite & of pe sege • wolle y sey mor 
How p" comelicb kyng • p* for c^ft werrep 
Hap bolden yn pe bepen me • p" op^ balf wynt^ 
p^ nefi bume was so bold • pe burwe for to paffe 
As be to dyu on a day • w^ dukes was sette 

950 come renkes f^m rome • rapande swype 

jn bruneys & in bry?t wede • w* bodeworde newe 
lonten alle to pe lord • tres bym raupten 
sayn comelicb kyng • pe knyi^tbod of rome 
pre:^ pe Senators affent • & alle pe cite ellis 

955 Hau cbofen pe her cbyuetayn • ber chef lord to worpe 
and riebe empo^ of rome • p9 redep p« tres 
pe lord vnlappep pe lef • p* tres byboldep 
ofi lokep ech a lyne • to pe laft ende 
Bordes born wer dod • & pe bume rifep 

960 callep cofail a nO • & kypep p^ fpecbe 

?e ben bumes of my blöd ■ p^ y best wolde 
My sone is next to my seif • & op^ sib manye 
sir sabyn of surrie ■ a seggep* y t^fte 
& op^ frendes feie • p^ me fayp owen 

965 Now is me bodeword of blys • bro^t froward rome 
To be lord ofi p^ lond • as p« Xrea spekep 
sir sabyn of surrie • sey pe by bonyp 
How y my^t sauy my seif • & j so wro^t 
ffor y haue heylycb bey^t • her forte lenge 

970 Tille y ps toured dou • bau taken at wille 
& me pe 3;ates ben ?et * & golden pe keyes 
& sup boufhed on bem p^ pis hold kepyn 
broften & beten doa • p'' britages beje 
p* nefi fton i p* ftede • ftond vpon oper 

975 kype pe cofail sir kny^t * p> kyng to by sayde 

for ywol worcbe by py witt • ?if worfcbip may folowe 

ps seip sir sabyn a nü • semelicb lord 

we ben wyes pe w^ • py worfcbup so furp^ 

of longe tyme bylafte • & ledes py owen 

980 p^ we dOn ia py dede • may no mS demS elles 
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pe dorn demed was f^ • who so dop by an oI>^ 
schal be foferayn hy seif • seint in pe werke 
for as fers is pe freke • atte ferr ende 
pt ofte fleis pe fei • as he p^ foot holdep 
985 By take tyt** py sone • p" toU forto kepe 
& to pe don^ty dnke • domyllian h" brop^ 
her j holde vp my honde • myd he forto lenge 
w^ £jle pe here p^ j haue • while my herte laftep 
& pn schalt ride to rome • & receyue pe croune 
990 jn hono^ empo^ to be • as py eure schapip 

so may py couenaüt be kept • p* p« to c^ft made 
py seif deft p' py sondio^s • by py affent worchen 
pS w^ alioQs lote • he lifte vp pe eyen 
To titus to^nep a no • & hy pe tale schewed 
995 & as sir sabyn hadde seid • he hy sone g^untep 
w' h» brop^ & pe bume • as he hy bleffe wolde 
& j wol tarie at p" toa • til j h^ taken haue 
Made weys prow • for wenes & cartes 
Our bop^e hefte to holde • ^f me pe happis tydip 

lOOO Or her be to hewen • or j hSnes paffe 

A boke on abrode scheid • was bro:;t on to swer 
alle bumes boden pe honde • & baroOs h^ kyffen 
To be leel to p^ lord • p^ hs lede scholde 
sir tit^ pe trewe kyng • tille pey pe toU hadde 

1005 fayn as pe foul of day • was pe freke pane 
kyffep kny^tes a nö • w^ carfiil wordes 
My wele & my worfchup • ?e weldep to kepe 
for pe trefo^ of my treup ■ vpon p» toa hengyp 
I nold p8 toU wer vn take • ne p^ toures heye 

1010 for alle pe glowande golde • vpon gounde riebe 
be no fton I pe ftede • ftonden a lofte 
Bot aUe oft to^'ned • & tilt t^ple & op^ 
pus lacchep h^ leeue • at h» ledes alle 
wende wepande a way * & on pe walles lokep 

1015 p^iep as he goop • hem grace to sende 

To hold p^ pey byhet hau • & nefi her hte chaOge 
Now is Wafpafian went • oft wale ftremys 
Euen entred in to rome • & empo^ maked 
& tit9 for pe tydyng • hau take mychel joye 

1020 p' in h" synwys foudeynly • a sykneffe is fallen 
pe freke for pe fayndom • of pe fader blyffe 
w^ a cramp & a colde • cau^t was so hard 
p* pe fyngres & feet • fuftes & joyntes 
was lypy as a leke • & loft hau her ftrengpe 

1025 ben croked a^ens kynde • & as a crepel wozen 
& wh5 pey sey hy so ■ many segge wepyp 
pey wende to pe cite • & foulten a leche 
p^ coup kefie pe kyng • & condis delyueryn 
whan pey pe cyte hadde sou^t • w^ seggys a beute 

1080 fynde coupe pey no m& • p^ on pe feet coupe 



saue pe seif josophus • p^ surgyan was noble 
& he graunted to go • w^ a goode wylle 
whan he was comS to pe kyng * & pe caufe wyfte 
how pe segge fo fodeynly • in fykneffe is fallen 

1035 Tille he haue complet h" eure • condit he afkep 
for what bume of pe burwe • p* he brynge wolde 
pe kyng was glad alle to graunte - p^ pe gome wylued 
& he ferkip hy forp • fettes fiil blyue 
A mS to pe mody kyng • p^ he mofte hated 

1040 & yn bryngep pe bume • to h" beddes syde 
whan tytus saw p* segge • sodeynly w^ eyen 
h" herte in an hote yre • so hetterly rifep 
pt pe blöde bygan to spred • a brode in pe vaynes 
& pe synwes reforte • in her seif kynde 

1045 ffeet & alle pe fetoures • as pey byfor^ wer 
comy i her owen kynd • & pe kynge ryfep 
ponkep god of h^ guce • & pe goode leche 
Of alle saue p^ h" enemy • was yn on hy bro^t 
pan sayp jofophus • p" segge hap pe holpyn 

1050 & her hap be py böte • po? p» hy bale wolde 
p^for gnunte hy py g^ce • a?en h* goode dede 
& be firende w^ py fomS • p^ frendfchup hap s^ued 
pe kyng %atles w^ pe segge • p^ hy saued hadde 
& p^ graUted hy g^kie • to go wher he wolde 

1055 w* jofophus he made joye • & jewels hy raui^te 
befauntes byes of gold • broches & ryngys 
Bot alle for fakep pe segge > & to pe cite ;ede 
w^ condit as he come • he kepip no more 
Now tytus segyp pe toü • p^ tene is on hande 

1060 for hard hung^ & hote • p^ hS is bylompyn 
& of pe tene i pe toü • wer hard for to teile 
what moryne & mefchef • for mete is by falle 
for four dayes byfor • pey no fode hadde 
Nop^ fifch nor flefch • freke on to byte 

1065 bred browet ne brope • ne hefte vpon lyue 
Wyn ne wat^ to drynke • bot wope of he seif 
Olde scheldes & schone • scharply pey et<en 
p^ liflode for ladies • was lup^ to schewe 
feilen doQ for defaute • platte to pe gounde 

1070 Ded as a dore nayl • eche day many hundred 
Wo wakned pycke • as wolues pey ferde 
The wye waried on pe woke • alle h^ wombe fille 
On marie a myld wyf • for mefchefe of foode 
Hir owen bam p^ ;o bar • ;o brad on pe gledis 

1075 Roftyp rigge & rib • w* rewful wordes 

sayp sone vpon eche side • o^ sorow is a lofte 
batail a beute pe borwe * o^ bodies to quelle 
w* yn hung^ so hote • p^ ne? o^ hte breftyp 
p^for ?eld p* j pe ?af • & a^en to^ne 

1080 & entr p^ pu cam out • & etyp a schoulder 
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